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February 13th, 1854. 

HUMPHREY LLOYD, D.D., Vice-President, 
in the Chair. 

Charles Domville, Esq., Rev. Robert Ferguson, LL.D., 
and J. R. O'Flanagan, Esq., were elected Members of the 
Academy. 



D. H. Kelly, Esq., read a paper on an ancient terraced 
gravel hill, near Castle Blakeney, county of Galway : — 

" This remarkable object is a gravel esker, near the vil- 
lage of Castle Blakeney, in the county of Galway, and is 
situated close to the remains of the old Castle of Gallagh, 
the seat of a once-powerful family of the O'Kellys of 
Hy-Many, and which furnished several chiefs to that ancient 
toparchy. 

" The present appearance of this esker is very remark- 
able, as may be seen by the rough sketch sent herewith. 

" A length of 355 yards is cut off by two deep trenches at 
each end from the centre of the gravel ridge, and the part 
thus isolated is carefully levelled on the summit and the sides, 
artificially cut into terraces, like the mountain vineyards of 
the south of Europe, and the East. 

" The summit is carefully levelled into a terrace, 36 feet 
wide; on its southern side are five other terraces, 16 feet 
wide each ; and on the north are three terraces of the same 
width still existing, but there may have been originally more, 
as a large fence now skirts the hill on that side, whose con- 
struction may have obliterated others. 

" At the eastern end the terraced portion is cut off by a 
deep trench, or roadway, 20 feet wide, from an uneven mound, 
the remains of the debris of the ancient Castle of Gallagh, out 
of the ruins of which was constructed the mansion of Gallagh, 
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which, together with the surrounding property, became for- 
feited in 1641, and then passed from the O'Kellies of Gal- 
lagh, now worthily represented by Connor J. O'Kelly, late of 
Tycooly, but who now resides on a purchased estate, to which 
he has given the name of Gallagh, after the home of his an- 
cestors ; it then passed to the Blakeneys, of Abbert, now 
represented by J. H. Blakeney, Esq., a family always distin- 
guished in the military service of their country, and of which 
the gallant defender of Minorca, in the days of George II., 
and in our own day, Sir Edward Blakeney, K.C.B., Com- 
mander of the Forces in Ireland, have been the most illus- 
trious ornaments. 

" Of this rebuilt pile, but one solitary chimney now re- 
mains to tell of its former splendour, but the present occupant 
of the farm assures me, that, when he got possession of it 
some twenty years ago, sixteen such chimneys were then 
standing, and a pile of building that gave evidence of very 
considerable extent. 

" To the western end of the terraces the gravel esker 
appears to have been left completely in a state of nature, nor 
do I believe that it ever has been disturbed by any agricul- 
tural process. 

" In the Annals of Clonmacnois, a.d. 1351, it is stated — 
'William mac Donogh Moyneagh O'Kelly invited all the 
Irish poets, brehons, bards, harpers, gamesters, or com- 
mon kearrachs, jesters, and others of their kind in Ireland, 
to his house upon Christmas, this year, where every one of 
them was well used during Christmas holydays. And he 
satisfied each of them with presents at their departure, so as 
that every one of them was well pleased, and extolled William 
for his bounty, one of which assembly made certain Irish 
verses in commendation of William and his house, which 
began thus : — 

pilio eineafi 50 h'aon ceac.' 
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"We are enabled to ascertain the author of this poem by 
one of Dean Lyons' tracings, now in the library of the 
Royal Irish Academy, and which was taken from a MS. in 
the College of St. Isidore, at Rome, from which it appears to 
have been the composition of Geoffrey Fionn O'Daly. 

" This is the tracing — 

J5opppoio piono o t)alai§ ccc 
P1I16 6fpew 50 h'a6n ceac. 

" I am in possession of a very beautiful copy of this 
ancient poem, transcribed and literally translated for me by 
my valued friend, Eugene Curry, to whom Ireland is deeply 
indebted for rescuing most valuable portions of her history 
from oblivion and misrepresentation. 

" But before comparing this remarkable vestige of the 
olden time with the description given in this ancient poem, it 
may be well to observe that William O'Kelly was the son of 
Donogh TTluimneac O'Kelly, Chief of Hy-Maine, ob. 1307, by 
his wife, Dutheapani Concobaip (Duveassee O'Conor), daugh- 
ter of the King of Connaught. He will be found No. 27 in 
the Tabular Genealogy of the O'Kellies, in * The Tribes and 
Customs of Hy-Maine,' edited by my learned friend, Professor 
O'Donovan, for the Irish Archaeological Society. 

" This poem, after extolling William's liberality, and de- 
scribing how, by means of his invitation, the other districts of 
Erin will that year be bereft of their bards, proceeds — 

bidiS aca cnfcne a 6eile To each other will be known 

t)ama pobla piofipeiOe The professors of smooth-landed 

Fodhla; 
lpbaiim Glbcm eadcpa cian And the far-travelled professor 

of Alba, 
dp bceacca a n'apobpug UuV Coming to William's noble man- 
liam. sion. 

Ciucpao pin na peace ngpdoa Here will come the seven orders 
Do ni6 Oeilb an bea$ oana Who form the shape of good poe- 

try; 
e2 
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Sean oiogbala a bcea6e apceac A charm for misfortune is their 

coming, 
Na peace bppiom-igpaoa pi- The seven chief orders of the 
leao. poets. 

" A little further on he tells us what they were — 

b&& bpeaceamam bpeac nolt- There will be the Brehons of legal 

gid judgment, 

bei6 t)paoice ~\ beig-pili& There the Druids and good poets ; 

b6i& na puipc tjgtiaip Gfpean In his mansion will be the au- 
thors of Erin, 

Luce cum&aig na gcaicpei The chroniclers of triumphant 

mean. histories. 

Gep6itnl6fneananbaanbpeaTn The musicians of Erin in vast 

numbers, 
Luce gac ceipDe 50 coiccean The followers of every science in 

common, 
On cuile 6dm leac ap leac The flood of professors from all 

quarters, 
On nbdl uile 50 haon cea6. Are all journeying to one house. 

" He then, in a succeeding rann, describes the accommo- 
dation provided for them — 

Ocdc loinscige leabca There are long houses of beds 

pa coriiaip na cuibeacca On the smooth ridge of the dry 

eminence, 
apopoTnclaftnglan bcealacbce In preparation for the company, 
Op n'eagap 6edDac pice. Well furnished with woven cloth. 

" This exactly — * the smooth ridge of the dry eminence' — 
describes the terraced esker on which were erected wattle 
houses, covered with cloths like tents, and the poet then goes 
on to describe the respective streets, laid out for the accom- 
modation of each class, and if we suppose a terrace allotted to 
each, we exactly coincide with the locality. 
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Gcdib bfii&ean cpom t>d coi§ A numerous company approaches 

the mansion ; 

Spdib bptiigean copp pd a A street of well-formed houses 
5c6moip awaits them; 

Na ngoipepmpuaipcanpsiam Near unto these, joyous its fea- 
tures, 



t)o h6pt)aigea6 le hUilliam. 
Spdib apleife bonlucc peanma 

Od mbeao pe a ucc lppea&ma 
Seancai&e eipeafl aille. 
lpciomptfga&na cpom-&duiie. 



Qcdib pan mbaile an bui&ean 
Cdi&e ppditj na Sean6ai&ea& 

Ocd ppdib paip pmj oile 
lona Ipuilib pion-coige. 



Has been ordered by William — 

A separate street for the musi- 
cians 

To be ready before him ; 

The historians of beauteous Erin, 

And the heavy throng of their 
associates. 

In the town is the multitude, 
Where is the street of the Shena- 

chies ; 
There is another extensive street, 
In which are fair houses. 



'Jon cplog pion ap pial cpoio- With free hearted hosts, 

ea& 
dp ci on 6liap ap cleapaijeab 
beas pm aj pSacaio a bpuil 



Cfmcioll cafepaig ui CeallaiJ. 

Do ppdibib ap mo mea&aip 
Q5 r^°S aig-pip ofpbealaig 

Qp6 beapgab pil oppa 
■Raom paip pin ge eacoppa. 

TTlap acdib licpe na Ifmb 
Na ppdib cilce caoib &1II16 

5ac pndi6e plfgeab luime 
T?6i&e beipge biosune. 



For receiving the histrionic troop, 
Trifling are these, seeing all that 

are 
Around the Dun of O'Kelly. 



Of streets of greater merriment, 
With generous hosts of manly 

aspect; 
The manner of their situation is 
With wide passages between them. 

As letters are placed in line, 
So are those straight, intersected 

streets ; 
Every line of every street exact, 
Smooth, unobstructed, pleasant. 
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Do cigib bldice clear copp 

Od pndifee eeac na cfm6ioll 
Qp cldp cilce t>o coijeao 
Opuim an acaifc pion-fcloipoi& 

Clcd ap ctil an 6ldip cflce 
Dun ina cafp cifilicpe 
Cinliop cloice aille 

Dun na placa pion gaille 
Damgean cloc an triinaib 6e 

loc ap culaib na cloi6e. 
Realca cloice ap cian popeap 

Of lifi loca na n'efjeap 

5i& dille an 6la6 bon caob tiall 

a caom ama6 map meampam. 



Of bouses graceful, handsome- 
ridged, 
Each street by two ranges is lined, 
Thick set with houses is the level 
Of the ridge of habitations, with 
its white enclosure. 

At the end of the crowded level- 
Is a mansion like a capital letter ; 
An illuminated capital, a beau- 
teous castle; 
The Dun of a fair-cheeked chief, 
And the stronger is the Castle 

Dun by it, 
A lake behind the Castle. 

A star of a Castle as such long, 

acknowledged 
Over the waters of Lough na-n- 

Eigeas; 
However beauteous the Castle 

within, 
Its outer surface was like vellum. 



" After carefully examining the locality, I feel no doubt 
on my own mind that this very remarkable vestige of the days 
of yore is the scene of the entertainment immortalized by 
O'Daly, and that the Castle of Gallagh, which then adjoined 
it, was the 'illuminated capital letter of a Dun' described by 
the poet as dominating over the straight lines of streets, as may 
be beheld in any of our old MSS., and a very apt simile it 
was for the relative positions of the locality. It is true the 
lake no longer forms part of the scene, but any one who takes 
his stand on the mound where once the Castle stood will 
perceive, just behind it, an extensive morass, which, before 
these days of drainage, may well have been Loch na-n-Eigeas." 



